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APPENDICES

To the Reader


In this series of appendices we are adding other texts that seem particularly opportune for a better knowledge and understanding of “the overflowing riches of grace that God has bestowed on the Pauline Family.”


We shall subdivide these texts, according to their main argument, into the following groupings: Society of Saint Paul, Daughters of Saint Paul, Pious Disciples of the Divine Master, Pastorelle Sisters, Apostoline Sisters, and Cooperators. A “Statement” follows and then a “Farewell” that includes a Spiritual Last Will, and two notes with a Last Will and Testament flavor.


The progressive marginal enumeration follows that of the 1985 critical edition. The missing numbers (nn. 205-214, 225-239, 251-278, 294-303) refer to other versions (with minor changes), which we do not consider necessary to repeat here.

APPENDIX I

THE SOCIETY OF SAINT PAUL

1. A tribute to the first Paulines

There are three drafts of this important text, bearing the ms date “Rome, 9-VI-1954”: one handwritten, one typewritten and one printed. We publish here only the third, considered the definitive.

205-214


[Handwritten and typewritten drafts omitted]

215


I have to say that for four years Fr Tito and Fr Costa,
 soon to be joined by Fr Ambrosio (16 October 1915) 
 and Fr Marcellino (16 October 1916),
 were the most generous and intelligent in the Pauline life; the Holy Spirit was indeed operative in those souls.


Those were the years when only faith and love of God sustained those first sons of Saint Paul. Only rarely in my life have I met such exceptional persons of a like piety, virtue and dedication.

216


External difficulties?... The Lord did not let us face many... We were neither worthy, nor capable of sustaining them. Still, the 1914-18 World War was such a difficult trial for the Institute that the last war (1939-45) can be likened to it as one fifth [an ordeal].


The real difficulties always come from internal issues. It was a question of grasping the notion of the priest-writer and achieving it, of technical skill upgraded to apostolate, of a distribution that would access every person and modern thought. Human beings always make mistakes; the Lord, in his mercy and holiness, always humbles the proud.

217


Between one thing and another, I had to leave the young boys in the care of other teachers for most of the day. Although they were good [as teachers], they did not stick to the Pauline spirit; their teaching was geared to boys in a home whose destiny lay in learning the printing trade. Many times one could not say what needed to be said; one had to keep quiet. But these first four were intensely faithful, prudent and eager as regards the directives they received. Later on, with the separation between the young workers of Fr Rosa 
 and these four Paulines, whom others soon joined, the Family started to advance steadily. So it was that even when I was not there I felt perfectly secure and at ease: such was the love in them for the budding Family.

218


On 1 August 1916 little Matteo Borgogno 
 also entered. Although much younger than the other four and further behind in studies, he knew how to make himself immediately useful to the Pauline family with his skillful and intelligent dedication to the apostolate, in the typesetting department. One of those young boys who entered between 1918-1919 asserts today that “For every one of us new arrivals, to see the face of those first four was just like being in the presence of the Theologian: we felt so full of enthusiasm.”

219


In subsequent years, many others faced difficulties, made sacrifices and maintained exemplary fidelity: but nothing compares with what we went through in those early days, which clearly let us discern the approval of God and which would soon be followed by that of the Church; thus we proceeded with an ever surer faith that it was not an illusion, but that we were walking in God’s way.

220


I always remember those beloved Confreres who bore the initial and heaviest burdens, with an understanding far beyond their age. That simple and sure faith of theirs which allowed them to put their trust in God, [as well as] their love of God and of souls and their deep desire for holiness, opened the way for many vocations.

2. The Letter from Susa to the first Paulines

On 22 August 1924 Fr Alberione wrote the following letter from Susa. It reflects the thoughts going through his own mind; thoughts that he now recommends to his sons to animate them to conform better and better to their Pauline vocation. Fr Alberione perceives and conveys the greatness of this vocation, even if he links it immediately to the notion, which we find also in AD, of the “account” that he and all Paulines will have “to render to God.”

221

To the members of the Pious Society of Saint Paul


I just wrote [to you] yesterday, but today, too, I need to tell you something that the Lord let me know about on the feast of Saint Bernard.


I don’t know if this will make you feel happier or more scared; perhaps more scared than happy at first, because, just as the Theologian did, so you, too, will have to think of the greater account that we shall have to render to God.

222


I don’t know if, sometimes, you ever think of making a comparison between our House, little as it is, and the great tree of the Salesian Family, or the mighty oak of the Family of Saint Ignatius; or the two Orders of Friars, the Dominicans and the Sons of Saint Francis, or, even more, the amazing development of the Sons of Saint Benedict.


Well now, all this is very little in comparison to what the Lord wants, expects and asks of us.


I am reading the life of that missionary adventurer, Saint Francis Xavier. I can tell you that more than half of you are destined to do the good he did; while others [among you] will do three times as much and even more. What marvels Jesus has enclosed in his Heart!

223


Marvels of love, grace and vocations. The Lord wants to give us things that I don’t think you can yet experience, since even Jesus told the Apostles that he had things that he was keeping to himself until the coming of the Holy Spirit, because “non potestis portare modo.” 
 And you will not be able to bear it because all of us are still quite far from the humility, self-denial, charity, poverty and faith that the Lord wants.


Have we a tiny bit of all this?

224


Dear friends, read this letter during the Visit to the Blessed Sacrament: let us reflect that the graces are there, [and that] judgment awaits us; whether we like it or not the world is ours: woe if we don’t embrace it. I am almost struck with terror and I must cling with both arms to Jesus who says to me: “Ego sum, nolite timere, omnia possum.” 


Written at Susa on 22 August 1924.

The Theologian

APPENDIX II

TESTIMONY 
APROPOS THE PRIMA MAESTRA
OF THE DAUGHTERS OF SAINT PAUL

The secretary of Fr Alberione, Fr Antonio Speciale, states in his Diary (unpublished) for Ash Wednesday, 14 April 1954:


“[Primo Maestro:] Celebrates early, as usual in the Crypt and, at about 5:15, goes to the Chapel of the General House to wait for the Priests of the same house, to tell them to make their meditation by themselves in the Chapel.


“The P.M. stays there until 7:30, attending two Masses which this morning have the ‘Passion’ as the gospel reading.


“Leaving the Chapel he goes up to his room and writes an article on the three Congregations for women for the Pauline Family memoirs, which will later be published as “Abundantes divitiæ gratiæ suæ”, but he dwells [now] above all on the vocation of Prima Maestra Thecla Merlo (fsp) and on her good work.


“[...] (The original, written in his own hand, is in the general Archives, with the date in our handwriting; I have a photocopy of the original and the typewritten texts; the original is on three large-size sheets; the typewritten text, corrected also by the P.M. and with a few final words of M. Ignazia Balla, is on two letterhead sheets of the G[eneral] H[ouse] – large size. N.° 1545.”

There are three drafts of this text: Fr Alberione’s handwritten text, with numerous corrections and additions; a typewritten text, also with numerous corrections and additions; and a third, definitive, printed in Mi protendo in avanti (pp. 408-410), which we reproduce here.


It opens with the following Preface: “In July 1922 Primo Maestro gathered the senior Daughters of Saint Paul of the houses of Alba and Susa for the annual retreat. At its conclusion, he invited them to make a private profession of perpetual religious vows. (...) On this occasion he appointed as Prima Maestra of the Daughters of Saint Paul, Teresa Merlo [1894-1964] who, at profession, had also assumed the name Thecla. Questioned recently on this felicitous initial choice, the Venerable Founder spoke to us of these events and his present-day feelings.”

225-239


[Handwritten and typewritten drafts omitted]

240


He had shared and submitted his idea of forming a religious Family for women, side by side with the one he had just begun for men. People suggested some good ladies, but he did not know them very well, and they were no longer very young. He soon became aware, and this was true for both the first and the second Family, that some people who entered had not the vocation for true religious life; yet this was the most essential thing! Understanding and love for the specific apostolate would come about little by little, if there was docility to the voice of God.

241


This concern lasted for several months... Then the clerics of the Seminary and those who already had links as spiritual cooperators, celebrated the month of May so that the Lord would provide for [this] religious Family.


At the end of the month he was told: “At Castagnito d’Alba there is a young lady from a good family. With her piety, intelligence, docility and goodness she would do well... But there are two difficulties: she has poor health and she has only attended the local schools.” Primo Maestro replied, “Let her come. The Lord will provide her with sufficient health and the knowledge she needs for her office. When the Lord wants [something]...” 

242


There were obstacles, but they were not insurmountable, thanks especially to the help of the then cleric, and now the pastor and canon of Barolo, [Costanzo] the brother of the young lady who is now the Prima Maestra of the Daughters of Saint Paul. Things moved in such a way that the hand of God could clearly be seen.


She entered, and as her first act fell sick. But she had already aroused in everyone an almost reverential esteem. Then we made a pledge with the Lord, the one that is in the Pact or Secret of Success, the one that was helpful on major occasions and for major necessities.


Some continued to object: “She will give all she has, but she will give very little to the new Family, if she doesn’t end up a burden on account of her ill-health.” But we always renewed the Pact... and the whole outcome showed how the Lord was working and goes on working in an almost imperceptible but effective way; and that goodness and prudent judgment outweigh physical strength and knowledge.

243


The Family of the Daughters of Saint Paul had, initially, quite a few rough moments... But everything helped to win for “Teresa”, as everyone called her, the affection of the Daughters and general esteem: so much so that when, one day – following the withdrawal of those who did not have a true religious vocation – it was announced to the already many young women present that Teresa had been chosen as superior, there was unanimous assent.


Her progress in piety, in the religious life, in docility, and in her love for the Institute, for the apostolate and for souls just kept on increasing.


The work she has to undertake today would be excessive even for a physically strong person: [it is] all a gift of God.

244


She was a constant help to Primo Maestro:


1) In training the Daughters of Saint Paul properly: they began practically from zero and have achieved a spiritual, intellectual and apostolic formation universally cherished and operative: in simplicity, [with a] supernatural spirit and quickness.


2) In starting them off in their specific apostolate: an unusual one for that time and difficult according to human reasoning; yet, under her guidance, the time arrived to train writers and lecturers, and personnel for the technical and distribution sectors, and those assigned to the cinema and the radio.


3) In surmounting the many thorny problems [that in] part depended on persons, in part on finance, and in part on misunderstandings, circumstances, illnesses, deaths, etc.


4) In establishing the Pious Disciples and the Pastorelle Sisters: she championed the birth, the growth and the approval of both Congregations; she supported and counseled them; she gave them financial help; she made sacrifices [for them] and has [earned] the gratitude and trust of both Families.

245


Her example and goodness are much more effective than her authority: she knows how to reconcile tenderness and resolve, prudence and strength. She was truly physically sustained by God and guided by supernatural light, as Primo Maestro ascertained on many trips to visit the houses.


It is thus that the Daughters of Saint Paul increase in number, houses and initiatives: and have spread to about twenty nations.

246


In [Prima Maestra] the Daughters of Saint Paul have a twofold book: the book of her daily life, first of all; and secondly, a printed book. This latter could be a collection of her practical and ongoing conferences to the Sisters, her many general and particular announcements, her writings published in the “Regina Apostolorum” circular, and so on. All in all, this could become a fine, good-sized book that would be a treasure for all the Daughters of Saint Paul, both now and in the future; now, especially for those faraway who barely manage to get to see her during her visits, and for those, especially the aspirants, who do not always manage to speak to her personally due to a lack of time.

APPENDIX III

THE PIOUS DISCIPLES OF THE DIVINE MASTER

1. Prehistory of the Pious Disciples
On pp. 443f of Mi protendo in avanti, speaking of the beginnings of the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master, Sr Maria Clelia Arlati pddm suggested the following 1946 document of Fr Alberione. We can regard it as being pertinent, to some degree, to the “prehistory” of the Pious Disciples and it ties in well with the spirit which gave rise to his “memoirs” in Abundantes divitiæ.

247


In 1908 I began to pray and I had others pray for the birth of a religious family of secluded life, devoted to adoration and to the priestly and liturgical apostolate: belonging wholly to Jesus the Divine Master present in the mystery of the Eucharist...

248


One morning in July, around 1920, following a wonderful novena to Saint Paul and Saint James, I was walking with the late Canon Chiesa on the terrace of the rectory of Saints Cosmas and Damian Church in Alba. I was experiencing a complete fascination with our apostolate, and the voice of God who wanted me to be his more and more. Conversely, I saw in a vague way the various difficulties that would arise, the uncertainty of many things, the painful detachment from many much-loved persons, goods and ministries... To close my eyes and put myself solely and completely in God’s hands and abandon myself totally to his love had a strong appeal, indeed, it was almost like a spur digging deeper and deeper into my soul.

249


Having listened yet again to everything, Canon Chiesa, with his clear, faith-filled, God-inspired words, said: “Go ahead resolutely; put aside all patently human views and support, but count completely on God and aim solely at God. Seek the help of prayers.”


So we prayed and we reflected. Two life-giving and steadfast prayers were adopted: [the outcome was] the Association of Holy Masses and a Religious Family that would remain in adoration before the Tabernacle to obtain the graces necessary for those engaged especially in the apostolate.


Linked to these two Works were:


The recruitment of Vocations and the sanctification of the Priests and the Professed [members].


The canonical erection, the approval and the invigorat​ing of the religious life of the Pious Society of Saint Paul.


Their establishment and expansion throughout the world.

250


The construction of our churches that for now are: Saint Paul, the Divine Master, and the Queen of Apostles.


The project regarding the Bible.


The press, the cinema and the radio, as the latest means, were then seen on the whole as the swiftest and most fruitful.

2. The mission of the Pious Disciples

At the end of that same year, 1946, Fr Alberione was preparing a very compact and important text with regard to the “mission” of the Pious Disciples. To make sure that he expressed his thoughts correctly (because at times his words were interpreted arbitrarily and reported to the Holy See in a distorted way), Fr Alberione wrote the text. M[other] M. Lucia Ricci pddm typed it up, and he passed it on to Fr Giaccardo, who made minor corrections to it here and there. The Founder then read the meditation to the novices of the Pious Disciples, in the chapel of the Daughters of Saint Paul. M. M. Lucia Ricci, who was also present, had it printed, together with other meditations, which, as we know, were submitted to Fr Alberione before going to press. The meditation was included in the first volume of “Ipsum audite.” This is the definitive printed text.

251-278


[Handwritten and typewritten drafts omitted]

Rome, Christmas 1946

279


In 1908 I began to pray and I had others pray for the birth of a religious family of secluded life, devoted to adoration and to the priestly and liturgical apostolate: belonging wholly to Jesus the Divine Master present in the mystery of the Eucharist.


Why? So that it would become a source of grace, from which other religious families, dedicated in a special way to the apostolic life, could draw.

280


Subsequently, and with no let-up in prayer, the lifestyle of this family and the actual form of its relationship with the families to be instituted began to take shape.


I then wrote the book La donna associata allo zelo sacerdotale in which I voiced my ideas in the way then possible; not just limiting myself to this [aspect], but throwing light on the apostolate of women in union with and under the direction of the priestly apostolate.

281


My guiding light was what my Spiritual Director always told me: “Before starting any work, make sure of a proportionate number of people who will pray and, if needs be, sacrifice themselves for these works, if you want them to be life-giving.”

282


Yours is a fundamental and life-giving mission, hidden like the roots, but nourishing the trunk, the branches, the blossoms, the leaves, and the fruit.

283


Jesus the Priest and Mary his Mother are always linked in the economy of Redemption and thus they remain always united in the economy of grace. Until the end of time Mary is the mediatrix and the distributor of grace.

284


a) Mary has given us Jesus, the Divine Master, Priest and Victim: Jesus is the flower of the Virgin Mary.


Many priests must come to the Pious Society of Saint Paul and the Church as a result of your prayer: “Send good laborers into your harvest.” For this you undertake an apostolate of interior life, desires, prayer and suffering, like Mary. Through your work, the seeking of alms, your service to those aspiring to the priesthood and your zeal in keeping with your situation, you give great help to vocations. I should love to see you a great multitude! and that each of you would gain for the Pious Society of Saint Paul and the Church another Christ, a Priest.

285


b) The Priest then must live and work.


Jesus carried out his mission; and Mary carried out her role as regards Jesus, in the house of Nazareth; then, again, [there was] her role of prayer during the public life, the passion and death of Jesus. After the death and resurrection of Jesus, she continued her role both as regards Christ, and as regards his mystical body, which is the Church.


Thus you will continue your work and your prayer for the Priest who is active; for the Priest who is sick; for the Priest who has died; and you will have a special share in the fruits of the Masses, prayers and apostolate of the Priest.

286


c) Jesus Christ is present in the world not only in his mys​tical body, but he is [also] physically present, vere, realiter, substantialiter in the Tabernacle. Every good in the Church and in souls comes from the Mass, the real presence, and communion; an overflowing spring of life-giving water, life-giving sap that rises in the sacraments and sacramentals. Souls have to reach this source, this union with Jesus; the rest is a means. With Mary’s eucharistic spirit we must implore everything from Jesus, Divine Master, present in the Host.

287


Your role before the Tabernacle [is to be]:


Living lamps before Jesus in the Eucharist;


Victims with Jesus; atonement is part of your apostolate;


Handmaids of honor of the Tabernacle and of its Divine Dweller;


Angels of the Eucharist who receive and who give;


Souls who hunger and thirst for the bread of the Eucharist and the water of his grace;


Hearts that share with their Spouse in the Eucharist his desires, his goals, his self-sacrifice for all, but especially for the person [who is] dearest to his heart: the Priest;


The intimate confidantes of Jesus in the Host, listening to his every word of life and meditating on it in your heart, as did Mary.

288


May the Divine Master show a predilection for you; may he teach you his ways; may he fill you with the joy of your vocation; may he live in you in the fullness of his power.


Have faith and do not doubt; this Jesus is infinitely faithful to his promises.

289


d) Mary spoke about Jesus to the Apostles and evangelists: the Fathers tell us that Saint Luke learned from her what he then narrated of Jesus’ private life: the annunciation, the visit to Saint Elizabeth, his birth, the story of finding [him] in the temple, the obedience of Jesus and his growth in age, wisdom and grace at Nazareth.

290


This is why there is set aside for you a liturgical and eucharistic apostolate. Since your soul is full of the eucharistic Lord, how will you be able to compress in your heart and always hide your faith, your hope and your love? You will declare it, reveal it, and spread it in conformity with your vocation. You have embodied this in those overall initiatives which, in a word, are already known as domus Dei. May it live on, be active and bear fruit in the construction of churches and chapels, in tabernacles and church furnishings; in interpreting and explaining the sacred treasures of the liturgy.

291


My fullest blessing to those who understand; as well as the promise of a dying priest, Fr Perino,
 whom you assisted so well: “In heaven I will come to your aid.”


Password for 1947: pray and look for vocations.

M. Alberione

3. The liturgy taught by the Church
The original sheet is kept in the Fr Alberione Archives of the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master. We omit two-thirds of the front page, which refer to particular events, but we have kept the date: “Rome, 28.III.1947.”

292


I am very grateful for the Pious Disciples’ good work: they will give much honor and love to Jesus Master.


If we are in time, let us correct some articles that will allow wider scope for the liturgical apostolate. For example:

293


“Let them understand the Liturgy as taught by the Church: as piety and prayer – that honors the divine Mysteries; that flows from Christian dogma and leads to the practice of the Christian life.” “Let them thus practice it in this way and make it known with all the means in use in the great Benedictine liturgical centers.”

4. Three needs and three apostolates

Three unnumbered sheets without a date. The original is kept in the Fr Alberione Archives of the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master. Almost the whole of this text, except for the last paragraph, was quoted on pp. 453 and 456 of Mi protendo in avanti, with some slight changes.

294-303


[Handwritten draft omitted]

304


[The Founder had reflected at length on] three needs and three apostolates up to then apportioned to various institutions:

305


Eucharistic apostolate, practiced widely but still lacking a definitive plan and organization... Eucharistic devotion needs to become apostolate and to be carried out in the Divine Master.

306


Liturgical apostolate. God wanted oral preaching in the Church. However, history teaches the effectiveness that the preaching of worship has. The Liturgy is, at one and the same time, worship [given] to God, a partaking in the divine life, applied instruction on faith and morals, and a means whereby the truth preached and the moral law taught may, with God’s help, be accepted and lived out. The Liturgy, in the wake of the work of the great Masters, must be popularized; it is the book of the Holy Spirit that must be preached with modern means. But such preaching is filled with difficulties; therefore the Apostles and the apostolates need special graces.

307


Apostolate of priestly service. To found the Pauline Family in accordance with the Divine Master, in Christ, necessitated living [as] the Holy Family, the first religious family; thus, also needed was someone to take the part of Mary as regards Jesus and Joseph. A need, in a word, for priestly service in the spirit of Mary who prepared the Divine Master for humanity, the eternal Priest, the sacrificial Victim. Such service comprises: expectation – the Pious Disciple asks for Vocations and helps them –; domestic service; the aid of prayer during [a priest’s] ministry; the role of nurse, and suffrages after death.

308


The eucharistic apostolate of the Pious Disciples is aimed in particular at the triumph of the Divine Master, which is the triumph of the Catholic faith: [that is, that] teaching in the world – universities, newspapers, philosophy, sciences, cinema, radio, television, conferences and so on – [be] wholly inspired by the Gospel and conform to it...


Moreover, it is aimed at Catholic moral teaching, in Canon Law and in Church laws, in the commandments and in the evangelical counsels, in civil law; healthy morals in the individual, the family, society, and the country; the sanctification of people, the dying, and the souls in Purgatory.


Furthermore, it is aimed at acquiring the life of grace in people’s souls through the use of the Sacraments, the sanctification of the Clergy and of the hierarchy in general, love for Confession, Communion and the Mass, the development of the apostolate from all points of view, priestly zeal; a widespread move toward the religious life, and toward Catholic and missionary action.

APPENDIX IV

THE SISTERS 
OF JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD

“Buone Pastorine” - The Pastorelle Sisters

In January 1947 Fr Alberione wrote a circular to the Pastorelle Sisters that was then re-presented in the series Alla Sorgente, Meditazioni del Primo Maestro, Pastorelle Sisters, Albano, 1969, pp. 56-60. This same text, with minor changes, came to light in an undated typewritten draft. Fr Alberione had embellished it with a remarkable series of changes to transform it into an article for publication in Vita Pastorale. (This review had published a number of articles on the Pastorelle, understandably so, since they were the “Sisters for the Parish”.) We present here the typewritten text. – Cf. the paper by Elena Bosetti, Un commento di G. Alberione al Vangelo del Buon Pastore, in: AA. VV., Un carisma pastorale. La proposta di Giacomo Alberione alle Suore di Gesù Buon Pastore, Acts of the Seminar on the Charism, Albano Laziale (Rome), 27 June-9 July 1984, pp. 141-164. It also includes a photographic reproduction of this document.

309

I.M.I.P.


For some time I have noted how God’s grace is working in a good number of them in their family: more light, more charity, more interior work, more pastoral spirit. There is a need for a more intense spiritual life and more active pastoral care. Oh! What a wonderful, holy and meritorious desire: a group of Pastorine 
 in many, many parishes! Not a group of ordinary Sisters who work in a kindergarten but a group of Pastorine who understand and fulfill the mission that I depict for you:
310


Saint Paul introduces Jesus to us as Priest. The Divine Master presents himself to us as Shepherd: Ego sum Pastor bonus (Jn 10:11). This picture completes the magnificent idea of Jesus the Priest and makes us aware of his beneficial effect on people’s souls. It is our concern therefore to study the gospel passage where Jesus sums up his teaching on the duties of the shepherd/pastor. We shall do this, reflecting on each and every word of the text.


“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hireling, and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd” (Jn 10:11-16).

311


Jesus and us. – Hoc proverbium dixit eis Iesus: “Jesus spoke this parable” (cf. Jn 10:6). It was Jesus Christ’s custom to speak in parables; and the Prophet (Ps 77[78]:2) had already pointed to this as a sign of recognition of the future Messiah. To have us therefore understand his apostolic ministry in the midst of the world, He made use of this delightful parable.

312


Let us picture a shepherd: Pastor... ovium: Shepherd of the flock (Jn 10:2) but, let us be quite clear, not a mercenarius... cuius non sunt oves propriæ, “a hireling... whose own the sheep are not” (id. 12), that is, a shepherd hired to guard a flock which is not his. If it is the owner’s flock, the hireling has little interest in the welfare of the sheep: non pertinet ad eum de ovibus, “he cares nothing for the sheep” (id. 13). Let us suppose he is the owner of the flock, and thus fully committed to its preservation and well-being.

313


Jesus is, in fact, such [a person]. His claims on souls are manifold. He is their creator, their provident keeper; He has ransomed them from the devil’s slavery, at the price of shedding his precious blood. Non estis vestri, the Apostle says; empti enim estis pretio magno: “You are not your own; J[esus] C[hrist] has ransomed you with his blood” (cf. 1 Cor 6:19). There is thus an intimate bond between the Shepherd and souls. They are dear to him. Here priests have a degree of similarity with this divine Shepherd because we can truly say that they are not mere hirelings, destined to shepherd souls in the hope of a heavenly reward, but that they are true pastors and in a certain sense owners of those souls which they generate in grace and nourish with the Sacraments. They must take care of them, therefore, as dear sons and daughters. The Pastorine have a sole mission with the Priest/Pastor; they have the same concerns, the same goal and the same means. Each one according to his or her own role.

314


The shepherd in the gospel [passage] is not only the owner of the flock, but he is, in addition, the owner of the sheepfold. He can thus enter and leave at will: Qui intrat per ostium, pastor est ovium: “He who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep” (Jn 10:2). There is no need for him to climb through the window, like a thief: Qui non intrat per ostium in ovile ovium, sed ascendit aliunde, ille fur est et latro: “He who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber” (id. 1). On his arrival, the gatekeeper immediately opens the gate: Huic ostiarius aperit: “To him the gatekeeper opens” (id. 3). To be sure, Jesus did not arrogate to himself the role of Shepherd; it was his heavenly Father who entrusted it to him: Hoc mandatum accepi a Patre meo (id. 18). The Prophet Ezekiel quotes for us the words of the mandate: Suscitabo super eas (pecus) Pastorem unum, qui pascat eas: “I will set up over them one shepherd, and he shall feed them” (Ezek 34:23). So, too, will it be for us. God, and God alone, calls [persons] to the priesthood; [he, and he alone,] calls [persons] to the religious life as Pastorine.

315


At first glance it might seem strange that Jesus calls himself not only Shepherd, but also the door of the sheep​fold: Ego sum ostium ovium: “I am the door of the sheep” (id. 7). Yet this is precisely how things are, not only because He is the only door through which souls must pass to be saved: Per me, si quis introierit, salvabitur (id. 9), but also, and with stronger reason, because the Priests and the Pastorine must receive their vocation from Him: Non vos me elegistis, sed ego elegi vos (Gv 15:16).
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The first feature of the good Pastor and of the Pastorine is to know their sheep and [then] to make themselves known to them. The former is proof of their concern; the latter is a requirement if the sheep are not to become frightened and fearful of their presence. We find this feature in Jesus to a perfect degree: first of all, Cognosco oves meas: “I know my sheep” (Jn 10:14). To be noted, too, is that he knows them one by one; to each he has assigned its name, and he calls them by name: Proprias oves vocat nomine (id. 3). Nicodemus 
 could only gaze in wonder when he heard Jesus, who was a stranger to him, say: Cum esses sub ficu vidi te: “When you were under the fig tree, I saw you” (Jn 4:48); yet He could say something similar to everyone. The Pastor and the Pastorina, too, must know their people. The Church bids [us] to see to “the status of souls.” Woe if we neglect this! It is in both their interest and ours. But then the sheep must know their shepherd: Cognoscunt me meæ (Jn 10:14); and it is interesting to note here that this knowing comes more from hearing than seeing: Oves vocem eius audiunt: “the sheep hear his voice” (id. 3), sciunt vocem eius: “they know his voice” (id. 4). The voice of a stranger frightens them: Fugiunt ab eo, quia non noverunt vocem alienorum (id. 5). What a precious teaching [this is]! It is not a matter of knowing the bodies that are visible, but the souls that listen. We must make ourselves known through the catechism and the ministry of the word, which the Master has entrusted [to us].
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Every morning the good shepherd must lead the sheep out of the fold: et educit eas (id. 3); he will lead them to fertile pastures and clear waters: [to] meditation and [to the] Sacraments. And the best way to guide them will be to lead them, so that they will fall in behind: Ante eas vadit, et oves illum sequuntur (id. 4). They will not do this with a stranger: alienum autem non sequuntur, sed fugiunt ab eo (id. 5).
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Another precious teaching: we must lead our sheep by good example. Woe to us, were we to act as the priests of the old law, of whom Jesus said to the people: Omnia quæcumque dixerint vobis servate et facite; secundum opera vero illorum nolite facere: “Practice and observe whatever they tell you, but not what they do” (Mt 23:3). Was it not perchance said of Jesus: Cœpit facere et docere (Acts 1:1)? He pastured his flock with his words, but first he edified it with his example. Here is the true Shepherd! Here is the true Pastorina. Fortunate flock, that under such guidance pascua inveniet (Jn 10:9).
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But the sheep are threatened by thieves on one side and by wolves on the other. The thieves would like to steal them from the fold, to carry them off to their own fold: Fur non venit, nisi ut furetur, et mactet (id. 10). The wolves would like to get their teeth into them and kill them: Lupus rapit et disperdit oves (id. 12). Courage and sacrifice are needed to protect and defend them; and this is the test of the true Pastor and the true Pastorina. Mercenarius et qui non est pastor, cuius non sunt oves propriæ, videt lupum venientem et dimittit oves, et fugit: “He who is a hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees” (id. 13 [12]). The good Pastor and the real Pastorina, instead, risk their lives and lay them down for the sheep: Bonus pastor animam suam dat pro ovibus suis (id. 11). The application to Jesus is obvious. The minds and hearts of people are under threat. There are thieves who would like to snatch them from Christ’s fold and make them followers of error; and there are wolves who would like to drag them into sin, which is death. The divine Shepherd came into this world to save people from error and sin, thus ensuring truth and grace for everyone. This labor of love imperiled his life. The allies of error and wickedness nailed him to the cross and claimed to destroy him. But the good Shepherd rose again and entrusted his sheep to [his] Priests, to guard them in his stead; they must do this with the same generosity with which He did it: Ego veni ut vitam habeant et abundantius habeant: “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (id. 10). It is in this great pastoral role of the priest that the Pastorine become his willing partners and associates.
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Meantime, Jesus insists on the great proof of love that he has given for his beloved sheep. No one has ever been in his situation, that is, of being ruler of his or her own life, and thus of sacrificing it by surrendering it of his own will! Animam meam pono pro ovibus meis (id. 15). If he had so willed, he could have saved his life! Ego pono animam meam, et iterum sumam eam (id. 15-18). His life has much more value than ours. To fulfil our duty, we must know how to pay the extreme price, [that is] to lay down our life, were the enemies of the sheep and the divine Pastor to inflict it on us.
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There is still another danger for the sheep. It is that one of them may get lost: Si perdiderit unam ex illis: “If he has lost one of them” (Lk 15:4). It is quite possible! While it was feeding, following its instincts, looking for more plentiful and fresher grass, it strayed from the flock; and down it went from crag to crag, from ravine to ravine, ending up at the bottom of the valley. As soon as the good shepherd notices it, he leaves the other sheep in the fold, and down he goes, too, from crag to crag, from ravine to ravine, down to the bottom to find it: Vadit ad illam quæ perierat, donec inveniat eam (id. 4). When he finally finds his sheep, he does not vent his ill-humor against it, nor does he drive it up the mountain path hitting it with a stick, but he takes it lovingly on his shoulders and, rejoicing, brings it back to the fold: Imponit super humeros suos gaudens (id. 5). This is a very lifelike and moving image of the Redeemer, who declared hundreds of times: Venit filius hominis quærere et salvum facere quod perierat: “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” (Lk 19:10), and he led sinful humans back to the fold of Heaven, from which through sin they were excluded. It is for priests to nurture love for poor sinners and to strive to lead them back to the Church, to grace and to Paradise. But, with a like love, the Pastorine will do this, too, becoming themselves willing victims, in accordance with their sublime vocation.
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Sad to say, there is not just one scattered and stray sheep, but thousands and thousands. Thieves and wolves have wreaked havoc in twenty centuries of Christianity. Not, certainly, through any fault of the supreme Shepherd, but through the connivance of the sheep, as well as through the indifference and sloth of some subordinate pastors. Recalling this, Jesus said disconsolately: Et alias oves habeo, quæ non sunt ex hoc ovili: “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold” (Jn 10:16). Immediately, however, he went on: Et illas oportet me adducere: “I must bring them also”: et vocem meam audient: et fiet unum ovile et unus pastor (id.). Here is the task entrusted to the Pastor and to the Pastorine. The greater the zeal, the more widespread and quickly will this magnificent ideal of the one fold be implemented. Jesus prayed for this here on earth, and he continues to pray in Heaven: Ut omnes sint unum (Jn 17:21, 23). He makes available to eveyone his treasures of truth, grace and mercy. It is the role of the Pastor and the Pastorine to employ these means for the good of people’s souls and for the triumph of the Divine Shepherd.
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Here then the loving invocation of the Angelic Doctor: “Bone pastor, panis vere, Iesu nostri miserere: Tu nos pasce, nos tuere, tu nos bona fac videre in terra viventium!” “Good shepherd, true bread; Jesus, have pity on us; You nourish us, you defend us, you lead us to the eternal joys of heaven” (Sequence, Lauda, Sion, Salvatorem).
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The Pastorine are: 1) persons who have fathomed the teaching of Jesus and have acquired the love of Jesus; they hold fast in their life to Jesus and are completely and solely his; 2) [persons] who then split up into small groups and establish themselves in a parish, where they consider the parishioners as their own by adoption; [where] they experience being bound to them for life, in death, and for eternity, with the sole aspiration of saving them all[.] As for their apostolate, they act jointly with the pastor in instructing and guarding them; in wiping out evil and sowing good; in converting and sanctifying; leading [all] to the Christian life and to a happy death; starting with the children, teenagers, women... [in unison] with the program of the pastor and of love; to die each day in order to save every day; not being content [to prepare people] for a happy death, but furthermore to offer suffrages for the dead. They will be the sisters, the mothers, the teachers, the catechists, and the consolers in every sorrow, a ray of light and of beneficial and endless sunshine in the parish.

M. Alberione
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Write to: Sac. Alberione - Via Grottaperfetta - 58 - Roma; or to: Madre Celina Orsini - Suore Pastorelle - Albano di Roma.
APPENDIX V

THE APOSTOLINE SISTERS

1. Corrections and additions to the Constitutions

Fr Alberione subjected the opening articles of the Constitutions of the Apostoline Sisters (or “Regina Apostolorum” Institute) to particular scrutiny. Witness to this is the following text that concerns the first nine articles of Chapter I. It contains a number of changes made by Fr Alberione to correct and above all expand it.
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Institute “Regina Apostolorum” for Vocations

Chapter I. Aim and spirit of the Congregation


1. – The general aim of the “Regina Apostolorum” Institute for Vocations is the glory of God and the sanctification of its members through the faithful practice of the three vows of obedience, chastity and poverty, and by ordering one’s life in accordance with the norms of the sacred canons and of the present Constitutions.
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2. – The special aim of the Congregation is in view of vocations; it consists in undertaking, with traditional means and with modern means (press, cinema, radio, television, photography, and so on) a threefold type of work in view of vocations, that is, recruitment, training and assistance.


a) Education: [to instruct] all the Church’s faithful on this great need, that is, vocations, following the example of Jesus Christ.


b) Action: to organize and set up guidance centers for candidates to the priesthood or to the life of perfection; [to set up] displays in parishes, institutes and so on; to hold meetings, weeks, triduums, spiritual retreats, and days for vocations; to prepare flyers, books, periodicals, films, radio and television broadcasts; to organize conferences and entertainment; to set up workshops to make habits; and whatever else is needed for poor vocations.


c) Prayer: devotion to Jesus Master, to the Queen of Apostles, to Saint Paul the Apostle; adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; to promote prayers for children, parents, and institutes; to have sacrifice days, and so on, all geared to recruiting, aiding and assisting vocations. And so: In their love for J[esus] C[hrist], for the Church and for souls, [the members] turn their whole life into an apostolate for vocations.
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3. – The Institute’s ideal is summed up in these words: “All Catholics, with all their endeavors, with all means, for all vocations, for all apostolates.”


“All the faithful for all the unfaithful; all the fervent for all the indifferent, all Catholics for all non-Catholics.”


“[May] all those called [be] faithful to their vocation; may all priests and religious [be] holy; may everyone [be] docile to the Church in view of their eternal salvation.”
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4. – The Institute will have to follow very diligently what is contained in the directives and the documents of the Holy See concerning religious and priestly vocations. It will also look after those associated with the two Pontifical Works for Vocations: one established within the Sacred Congregation for Religious; the other within the Sacred Congregation for Seminaries.


[The Institute] will also concern itself with lay persons who devote themselves to charitable and social works, to religious instruction and to worship in its many expressions.
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5. – Without the authorization of the Holy See no one may change the special aim of the Congregation, or add works in a permanent form that are not contained in its aim.


6. – The members of the Institute live [on the income] of their apostolate and on beneficence. Let them remember that in view of the aim itself and the spirit of the Congregation, they should lead a simple life, such that people will see them as exemplary persons and approach them with confidence. Thus they are to have proper housing, suitable for Sisters, but nothing over-refined, luxurious and superfluous.
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7. – The members of the “Regina Apostolorum” Institute exercise their faith in the Providence of God, [who is] always so benevolent toward those who put their trust in it, by fidelity to their mission and to the spirit of their Congregation.


8. – In fulfilling their delicate apostolate, let the members’ hallmark always be gentleness combined with strength. Let them imitate the Divine Master, their light, comfort and reward.


9. – The members of the “Regina Apostolorum” Institute profess a special devotion to Jesus Master, to the Queen of Apostles and to Saint Paul the Apostle.

2. A vocation Institute for all vocations

On 15 September 1961 Fr Alberione was present at the inauguration of a “Vocation Display” in the Seminary of Alba, which was organized to commemorate the 80th birthday of Bishop Carlo Stoppa. The talk that he gave on that occasion focused on the topic of “vocations.” It was later used by Vita Pastorale, which published it in November 1961. The introduction was used for an article in San Paolo, also in November 1961. Both the handwritten and the typewritten version of the talk have been found, and were used by Fr Esposito in Carissimi in San Paolo, pp. 138-140 and 190. What is reproduced here are the opening and closing sections as transcribed from the tape recording. We refer the reader to the apposite volume of sermons of the Founder to the Apostoline for the complete talk together with the critical notes on the variations between the two drafts.
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Praised be Jesus Christ.


To return to this holy enclosure, which is the seminary, arouses in us a most profound sense of gratitude for the countless benefits received here, and it evokes an even more intense love for it: for the seminary, the pulsating heart of the diocese! Such thoughts come spontaneously, particularly in this week, when everything leads us to reflect again on vocations and on their formation which is so wisely and so well imparted here by the Bishop and his best helpers.
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The seminary may be likened to a monstrance. It is a center from which, like rays of light and heat, new priests depart for their various destinations and communicate what they have received here. The remembrance of persons ven​erated and loved, of the years of one’s youth and, to some degree, of struggle, observing the continual progress, the ever courteous and cordial welcome, particularly during these days, all this leads us to consider the seminary as the paternal home that we share. One feels duty-bound to kiss the entrance door, to cast an eye over the rooms, the residence of those who loved and guided us, where our small but vital questions were resolved. To wonder at the progress and then, immediately, to make one’s way to the chapel, to gaze on this holy tabernacle, to raise one’s eyes to our tender Mother of Good Counsel. And behind that grill, the stairway that conducted us to the bishop... For us it was everything: [it was] surety for us and for our sanctification, our future, our future ministry and eternal salvation.
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Cardinal Pizzardo wrote to me: “The idea of a Display on the theme of ‘Vocations’ is a praiseworthy one, even more so on the occasion of the 80th birthday of the Bishop.” This Display, almost the first [one could say], is in Alba, and we foresee that later on it will spread to other dioceses. This is our prayer. An example: in 1927, in Alba, we held the First Gospel Convention under the auspices of the then Bishop, [Giuseppe Francesco] Re. Later on, [the event] spread to many other dioceses and parishes. Now the Pauline Family alone, in one year, has held 1356 Gospel Weeks or Triduums in Italy.

* * *
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The Lord of creation confers a vocation and assigns his chosen ones to save humankind. But then this call can arrive at any hour of one’s life: from primo mane [daybreak] to the eleventh hour [cf. Mt 20:1-6]. Every priest can say of himself with Saint Paul: “Qui, that is, God, me segregavit ex utero matris meæ» [cf. Gal 1:15]. But [Paul] was called at an age between his youth and his mature years. So, too, the call to work in the Church. There are preparatory vocation houses that accept promising boys from third primary to secondary school inclusive. There are ordinary diocesan and religious seminaries that accept boys, as here in Italy, specifically between 12-13 years of age. For adult vocations there are seminaries and religious vocation houses for candidates called later in life. Who can fathom God’s designs? Our commitment is to be alert so as to hear the toll of God’s bell, the hour of God that the Queen of Apostles can bring forward. “O altitudo divitiarum sapientiæ et scientiæ Dei! Quam incomprehensibilia sunt iudicia eius et investigabiles viæ eius! Quis cognovit sensum Domini? aut quis consiliarius eius fuit?” [cf. Rom 11:33f].
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A cue. The Pious Society of Saint Paul in Italy has, up to the present, accepted young boys almost exclusively from the age of 12 to 15. This year a preparatory vocation house is being opened at Modena, to be managed by the Pastorelle Sisters. A second one is also underway in northern Italy. Then there will be a house for adult vocations, at Albano, to be run by the priests of the Society of Saint Paul.

* * *
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As a follow-up to the initiative 
 of the Holy See, a start was made on an Institute for vocations called “Regina Apostolorum” for all vocations. The present Vocation Display is one of its outcomes, although many contributed to the work. [The Sisters] work for all vocations: by means of prayer and [such] activities [as are] possible in keeping with their number. In the prayer they recite every day:
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Adoration and thanksgiving to the Lord, author of the priesthood, of the religious state, and of every vocation.


Atonement to God’s fatherly heart for vocations who are neglected, hindered or betrayed.


That all those called may aim exclusively for the glory of God and [the good of people’s] souls.


That all may come to understand the appeal made by Jesus Christ: “the harvest is great.”


That in every place there be formed a family, religious, and social environment, favorable to vocation development and response.


That parents, priests and teachers may open the way to those who are called with their advice and their material and spiritual help.


That in the recruitment and formation of vocations, Jesus Christ Way, Truth and Life be taken as a guide.


That those called may be holy, the light of the world and the salt of the earth.


In conclusion: that everyone may come to a deep vocation awareness: all Catholics, with every means, for all vocations and for all apostolates.
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It seems to me that in view of forming vocation awareness there is no better means after prayer, especially eucharistic prayer, than the reading of the Gospel, and the following of this guiding thought: to reflect on how Jesus called his chosen ones after a night of prayer, “pernoctans orationem Dei” [cf. Lk 6:12]. And how he trained them. So, here, we find recruitment and formation all in one.
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Now let us thank the Lord because, seeing the great progress of this Seminary, everything predicts that the clergy will improve more and more both spiritually and morally, and at the same time that religious women and men will be favored, as far as possible, in accordance solely and always with the will of God. Everything for the glory of God and the salvation of souls and our own sanctification. For sanctity is a magnet that attracts, and it attracts especially the pure and innocent of heart. In that case, those children who “besiege” the assistant pastor and who “be​siege” the pastor can at times be annoying and a bit mischievous, but “Let the little children come to me” [cf. Mk 10:14; Lk 18:16].


Praised be Jesus Christ.

APPENDIX VI

THE PAULINE COOPERATORS

The following text, dated 11 June 1954, was published in Mi protendo in avanti (p. 483). The text is to be found in both the original handwritten draft and the typewritten one. The latter, which contains some corrections and additions made by Fr Alberione, is the one we reproduce here.
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11-VI-1954


The Cooperators are thought of as persons who understand the Pauline Family and are united in spirit and purpose with it. They embrace its two main aims, in the way possible to them, and make their contribution in the way possible to them. For its part, the Pauline Family desires to promote their Christian education, to guide them to live an exemplary life, and to make them sharers in the goods of the Congregation and in the merits of the apostolate.
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A true friendship exists which lies in the exchange of goods.


The Cooperators want to imitate the Pauline religious life: [in] poverty, with its detachment from this world’s goods in the gospel sense; [in] chastity, by observing purity in their moral behavior, according to their state; [in] obedience, by dependence on their superiors: whether ecclesiastic, civil, or household; [in] the preaching of Christian doctrine by distributing publications and fostering the most rapid and far-reaching means that the Society of Saint Paul uses, and [by] cooperating with it through their prayers, deeds and offerings.
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The Pauline Family confides in them [apropos] its projects, sets out its policy for the works to be carried out, makes them sharers in its sufferings and joys, and points out the means of sanctification by means of the periodical “Il Cooperatore Paolino.” Moreover, the Pauline Family prays for the Cooperators and celebrates and applies 2400 Masses for them every year, whether they are alive or deceased.
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The Pauline Family aspires to live the two precepts of charity in a perfect way in the religious life and in the apostolate; whereas the Cooperators strive to live the same two precepts through an ever-better Christian life and by helping in the apostolate. All together we have a union of persons who aim and help one another to promote “the glory of God and good will among humans”, in accordance with the example of Saint Paul.

APPENDIX VII

“STATEMENT”

The text is in very precise handwriting and dated twice, as if to emphasize the importance that Fr Alberione attached to this “Statement.” Its meaning is not univocal and it could be the object of particular future reflection on the part of his “successors”, to whom he leaves “the holy legacy of bringing the work to completion.” His signature with both Christian names is rather unusual too. Fr Alberione returned to this sheet at the time of his 80th birthday, to add a typical recommendation of his.
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In Support and Hope

Ariccia, 10 August, 1963


Statement


In accordance with God’s inspirations, our Institutes for women [religious] should have side by side a respective institute for men with a parallel aim (Example: Salesian men and Salesian women). Thus the Daughters of Saint Paul side by side with the Pious Society of Saint Paul and with a parallel aim. In actual fact, then:
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Pious Disciples for the liturgy and Priests for the liturgy and adoration.


Pastorelle Sisters and Pastors.


Apostoline Sisters and Apostles.
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It is not possible for me to do everything, since candidates would have to be prepared right up to the priesthood. A start was made: in the preparatory 
 vocation houses, the Sisters prepare the candidates; some will go on to the priesthood in the Pious Society of Saint Paul and, in due course, after their pastoral year... will be established into separate groups and form the men’s part of the already established and active womens’ institutes.
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This [is] my holy legacy to my successors: to bring the work to completion.


Ariccia, 10 August 1963

Sac. Giacomo Giuseppe Alberione
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I am a member of the Congregations of San Francesco di Cherasco (S. Pietro); San Filippo N. Alba (Seminary); San Giov. Nepomuceno (upper Parish) of Castagnole Lanze. Advise them of my death; I have always satisfied the obligation of Masses; let the members do so for me.


Rome, 4-4-1964
Sac. G. Alberione
APPENDIX VIII

FAREWELL

The following three texts, with their obvious last will and testament meaning, are a seal on these appendices and on this whole “charismatic history of the Pauline Family.” The first document elicits an insight into the spiritual personality of Fr Alberione. Here he repeats a thought already underscored in the opening lines of Abundantes divitiæ. The document goes back to 1960 and is to be found in Ut perfectus sit homo Dei I, 374f.
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Before God and man, I feel the gravity of the mission entrusted to me by the Lord who, had he found a person more unworthy and unfit, would have preferred him. Nevertheless, for me and for everyone, this is the guarantee that the Lord has willed and has done everything himself; just like the artist who picks up a paintbrush worth a few coins and is unaware of the work to be executed, were it even a beautiful picture of the Divine Master Jesus Christ.


We are founded on the Church and on the Vicar of Jesus Christ and this conviction inspires security, joy and courage.

Spiritual Testament

Handwritten, on two sheets.
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Pious Society of Saint Paul - Alba - Rome

Religious Last Will

Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord,
6 August, 1967 - Rome.


Dear Members of the Pauline Family, in our temporary leave-taking of one another: in trust: to be all reunited in eternity.


I thank all of you, women and men, for your patience with me; I ask pardon for what was not done, or done badly.


Yet I am sure that the direction taken, in general, has been substantially in conformity with God and the Church.
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Jesus Christ, Divine Master, Way and Truth and Life as [a way of] life and devotion [is] of infinite value; may he enlighten the whole of religious perfection and the apostolate.
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In accordance with my heroic act for the deceased and the many liturgical Masses for the priestly Congregations (before 1914) of S. Filippo, of S. Francesco Sal. and of Castagnole (upper parish) that I have always fulfilled: I expect Masses in suffrage for me, as my right. – I have fulfilled everything for all the Members.


[From] the Members, the Sisters and the Cooperators and friends I have served: I expect suffrages and Holy Masses, as an obligation or out of charity.
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Always follow Saint Paul Ap., teacher and father; always follow, love and preach on Mary, our Mother, Teacher and Queen of Apostles.


Benedicat omnipotens Deus, Pater et Filius et Spiritus Sanctus = omnes.


Rome, 19 March 1968 - renewed.

Sac. Giuseppe Giacomo Alberione

With the Lord’s blessing...

A few months before the celebration of the Special Chapter of the Society of Saint Paul (1969), during which Fr Alberione was declared “Superior General emeritus”, he drafted a wide-ranging report on the Pauline Family for San Paolo (Sept-Nov. 1968). The Foreword is in his own writing, which begins with the words quoted in the title, as is the conclusion, reproduced here (cf. CISP 245).
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My conclusion: with God’s grace, I have overseen the role of the Apostolate from 1914 to 1968. Now I am 84 years of age; my life comes to a close in time and moves on to eternity; at all times I repeat my faith and my hope in God and my love for Him and for souls.


Until all of us meet together again in eternal bliss.

Sac. G. Alberione
� See above, AD 105-106 and relative notes, for details of Fr Tito Armani and Fr Desiderio Costa.


� Michele, in religion Domenico, Ambrosio, born on 17.6.1902 at Canale (Cuneo); entered the Congregation on 16.10.1915; made first profession on 5.10.1921; ordained priest on 18.12.1926; died at Alba (Cuneo) on 7.3.1971. Armando Giovannini has written a moving and fully documented memento of him in Don Domenico, Edizioni Paoline, Alba 1971.


� Bartolomeo, in religion Paolo, Marcellino, born on 24.11.1902; entered on 16.10.1916; professed on 5.10.1921; ordained on 18.10.1925; died at Ospedaletti (Imperia) on 16.4.1978. He merited particular praise for establishing the Pauline presence in Japan.


� Fr Giuseppe Rosa (1875-1930) worked hand in glove with Fr Alberione from September 1914 up until the beginning of 1916. In 1924-25 a dispute arose between them. This led, eventually, to the involvement of the Sacred Congregation of the Council in whose offices there is a file (n. 3211) regarding the matter. Fr Giancarlo Rocca initiated a historical research into this whole affair and published the main documents in La formazione della P.S.S.P., cit.


� Matteo, in religion Bernardo, Borgogno, born on 13.4.1904 at La Morra (Cuneo); ordained on 18.12.1926; died at Albano Laziale (Rome) on 26.7.1985.


� “But you cannot bear [these things] now” (Jn 16:12).


� “It is I, do not be afraid [Jn 6:20]; I can do all things” (cf. Mt 28:18 or Phil 4:13).


� Thus, on 27 June 1915, Teresa Merlo joined the community of Saint Paul. She was born at Castagnito d’Alba in 1894 and became part of the very first group of the future Daughters of Saint Paul. She made her perpetual profession on 22.7.1922 and, on that occasion, the Founder appointed her as “Prima Maestra” (Superior General) of the female community. She governed the Congregation of the Daughters of Saint Paul up to her death, which took place at Albano Laziale (Rome) on 5.2.1964.


� In actual fact this book does exist. It was edited by Margherita Baviera fsp: Tecla Merlo, Un cuor solo un’anima sola. Con�ferenze - meditazioni 1954-1963, Edizioni Paoline 1993, pp. 765 (Abbreviation: CSAS).


� Giovanni, in religion Francesco Saverio, Perino, born at Front Canavese (Turin) on 31.10.1913; died on 9.9.1946 at Sanfrè (Cuneo). He was noted for his love of the truth and for his charity. He said: “Throughout my life I have always sought the truth and should I have to give up my life for it I would do so every day, if that were possible.” Another time: “Until recently study was my goal. Now, no longer; I am aiming for one thing only: charity.” He was the elder brother of Fr Renato Perino, third successor of Fr Alberione as Superior General of the Society of Saint Paul.


� No correction was made to the typewritten draft either here or later and so the Pastorelle are still referred to as “Pastorine”.


� In actual fact the reference is to Nathanael, that is, Bartholomew. The biblical reference, too, is wrong. It should be Jn 1:48 and not 4:48.


� In the typewritten text we find “insistence”, which is quite different from “initiative”. Cf. Carissimi in San Paolo, p. 140, and Ut perfectus sit homo Dei I, 122: “As a follow-up to the insistence of the Superiors who guide us, that a start should be made on an Institute for vocations, I have complied by promoting the Regina Apostolorum Institute.”


� Actually, the Pastorelle Sisters opened a preparatory vocation house for boys at Saliceto Panaro (Modena), on 10.10.1961 and likewise the Pious Disciples at Thiene (Vicenza). It is interesting to recall that on 21.10.1962 a vocation house was inaugurated in Rome, in the Sampaolofilm grounds, with a view to preparing Pauline priests and brothers for this “specialization”.





